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Qairetismìc tou kajhghtă Knuth

Donald E. KNUTH

Stanford University

Computer Science Department - Gates 4B

Stanford, CA 94305-9045, Η.Π.Α

Greetings to the people who can pronounce TEX better than anyone else in

the world!

When I visited your country in 1985, Melina Mercury granted me the honor

of being able to deliver a lecture in the ancient theater of Epidaurus. At that

time I spoke about how my “practical” work on TEX and METAFONT has had

a significant payoff also in the “theoretical” work I do in computer science and

mathematics. A Greek translation of that lecture was published inΜαθηματική
Επιθεώρηση, τεύχος 30 (1986), 3-15.

Perhaps I should apologize to you for playing tricks with your letter. If you

look closely at the Computer Modern programs for lowercase mathematical

Greek, you will see that I used the number .5772156649 twice in the construction

of γ, and 3.14159 twice in the construction of π
1 .

Nothing makes me happier than to see fine typesetting being done with

TEX in all parts of the world. Go forth now and create masterpiece of τέχνη!

Sincerely,

Donald E. Knuth

Professor

1 S.E.S.: O prÿtoc arijmìc eÐnai prosèggish thc stajerĹc γ tou Euler, enÿ o deÔteroc
tou gnwstoÔ mac arijmoÔ π.


