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Ettunor, tebyoc Ne 13-15 — "Oxtoferoc 2005

Ot ohupmioxol ayoveg Tou TEX
The Olympics of TEX

Ané v EE tou Evtirov

IMepirndn
Mua dtedvic ocuyxévtpwon pe Yéuorta Yngraxirc Tunoypapiog, Tov cuVE-
neoe Ye v 257 etiola ouvdvtnon tou TEX Users Group, dwe&riydn oty

Edvin to YentéuPBero tou 2004.

Abstract

An international meeting on digital typography, which coincided with
the 25th annual meeting of the TEX Users Group, took place in Xanthi,

Greece, in September of 2004.

Eve 6hn n yopeo etowwaldtay va Eo-
nooTdoel and TN PEEVHEN X0VPCU TGV
Olvpmoxody Aydvey e Adivag xou
va Eavapyloer plor véo e€loov cuvapma-
OTIXY| TEPLTAGVNOT) GTOUC TUPAUOAUMTILA-
%x00¢ AYWVES, 1) axplTixr| TOAN TnC Edv-
U1 puioevoloe toug Bixole TNe oy -
veg. Aev €yvav guolxd aywviouata 1
GAheC EXDNAWOELC TIOU VAL aPOPOLCAY
v OAvpmdde. H Zdvin unodéydnxe
exmpoo®TouE TNE dedvolc xowvdtntog
oe pa ouvdvtnon ue Yépa to TEX,
yhwooo XML xon dAho Yépata Tou eu-
PUTEPOL POV TOU XoholUE PmepLont
tunoypaepio. Mdhiota, 1 cuvdvtnom ou-
T GUVETEGE UE TO TPHOTO (TO ACHUEVLO)
wfnhalo e eTHOLOC CUVAVTNONG TOU
TUG, tou TeX Users Group.

Owodeondteg tav 1 TavEUop®n o-
xpltxt) TOAY, T0 PUAGEevo Anuoxpitelo
Iavemothuto, mou diédeoe To cuvedplo-
%6 TOU XEVTPO, Xl O dxdC Yac GUAAO-

While Greece was still huffing and
puffing from the final sprint for the
Athens 2004 Olympic Games, and
was about to start a new run for the
2004 Paraolympics, the small town of
Xanthi, in NE Greece was about to
start its own Olympics. But in Xanthi,
there were no track-and-field games
nor anything else related to common
Olympiads. Xanthi was playing the
host for representatives of the world
community who attended a meeting
on TEX, XML and other issues of what
is commonly called digital typography.
In fact, this meeting was the first (sil-
ver) jubilee of the annual TEX Users
Group meeting.

Beyond the beautiful city of Xan-
thi, other hosts included the Democri-
tus University of Thrace, which of-
fered its conference centre, and our

own Greek TgX Friends group. With
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vog @lhwv tou TEX. Me e&olpeon xd-
ot Sledvh 1) xou EAANVIXA cUVESpLYL TU-
noypaplac Tov YivovTal o€ UEYAIAN Ao T
%4 xévtpa, vopilouue mwe auth Ao 1
TEWTN Qopd Tou TEToL BLedvic CUVEY-
TNOT EYLVE OTN YWOPA HAS XoL UAALOTOL OF
Lol axELTLny) TEELOY Y.

Ytg mohkég exmAnEelg Tou ouvedpl-
0V TEETEL VO GUYXATUAEEOUUE TNHY TTOND
X0 BOUAELd TOCO TNS OPYAVWTIXAC €-
TTEOTAS, 600 %ol TNG EMCTNHOVLXAC
emTEOTHC Tou cuvedplou. MdhioTa, 1 €-
ToTNUOVIXY) eTLTeonY elyE HOT UEPUUVT-
ogL Yl TNV €yxaten ExB00N TWV TEd-
XTXOV Tou cuvedplou amd To Bledvy
oixo Springer, to omolo xon evtdydn-
xav otny xhoaoix miéov oelpd LNCS:
Lecture Notes in Computer Science.!
And 600 yvwplloupe elvar mpwTn Popd
Tou TEoxTxd cuvedplou Tou TEX extu-
nvovtal Tew Yiver To ouvedplo (ocuvi
V¢ apyoly, TOMES Qopég UdhoTa Tep-
voUv Ypbvia Uéypl va exTunwidoldy ato
TUGboat f, alhov). 'Etot, 6hot oL cOve-
dpot elyav TN SuvatdTnTa Vo Slaf3doouy
o Gedpa TOU TAPOUGLAGTNHAY XAUTA T
didpxeta Tou cuvedplou xon vor Yivel wa
YOV xou DNULOVEYLIXY| aVTOAAoYY| LOE-
@V xou andPewv. Puoxd, 1 opYAVWTIXY
emitpony| elye @povticel xou xdde clve-
dpoc énanpve xou éva xouddTato t-shirt
HE OYEDLO TOU PLAOTEYYNOE EBLXY YLl TO
ouveédplo o Duane Bibby, nou efvon xou
o enfonuog oxitooypdypos tou TEX. E-
niong, xou yiot TIC avdy e TpoBoAHC Tou
ouvedplou, o cbAhoyog oameudivinxe
oToV EAATVOL OXLTCOY Ao LTddn XTow-
pémovho (0 YVWwoToc «Xtdiney), o o-
nolog éptia€e v agloo Tou TEOYEAU-
HATOC TOU oUVEDPlOUL. 2TOV BLUBIXTUOXS
y0po tou Anuoxpiteiou IMoavemotnui-
ou @uo&eveltan 1 oehiBa Ye TAnpogopl-

The Olympics of TEX

the exception of a few international
or national conferences on typography
that take place in big urban centres,
we believe that this was the first time
that such a conference took place in a
small remote town in Greece.

Among the many nice surprises of
the meeting, we must first highlight
the very good work of the organising
and scientific committees. The scien-
tific committee had arranged for the
timely publication of the meeting pro-
ceedings by the international publi-
cation house of Springer in the clas-
sic LNCS (Lecture Notes in Computer
Science) series.? As far as we know,
this was the first time that the pro-
ceeding of a meeting on TEX were pub-
lished ahead of the meeting (usually it
takes some time after the meeting until
the proceedings appear in TUGboat or
elsewhere). This way, the participants
in the meeting had the chance to read
the papers that they were presented
while still in the conference, and this
allowed for a constructive and fruit-
ful exchange of opinions and ideas.
Moreover, the organising committee
had arranged for some more perks
for the attendees: Each attendee re-
ceived a very nice t-shirt with a draw-
ing made exclusively for the meeting
by Duane Bibby, who is the official
TEX cartoonist. Also, for the needs of
the meeting, the Greek TeX Friends
asked Stathis Stavropoulos, a well-
known Greek cartoonist (also known
by his first name only as “Stathis”)
to make the drawing for the meeting
poster. The web site of the Democritus
University of Thrace still has informa-
tion about the meeting. The interested
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e¢ vl to ouvédplo. H Siedduvor elvou:
http://obelix.ee.duth.gr/tug2004
xon exel Vo Beelte neploodtepee TANpO-
(opleg YioL TO GLUVEDPLO.

To cuVEDPLO CUVETECE XOL UE TIC
YVWOTES YIOPTEG NG Gvew TOANC Tou
yivovtow xdde xahoxalpl oty Zdvi,.
Mo euxanplar yioo ENANVES xou aAAOBO-
nol¢ TEXviteg va yvwploouvy tnv mohi-
ot Lwh Tne TOANG xan TNG Y WA,
VO TEPTUTHOOUY OTI YELTOVLES TNG %Ol
VoL YEUTOUV Alyo and tn Lwt) xou 10 xEpL
™me.

Av xou ot emioxéntec-olvedpol mpo-
€pyovTay and ToAES ypee TS Bupd-
TG, ™S Apepeic ol xan tne Agpl-
xS, BUCTUYWS, 1) EAANVLXY) CUUPETOYY
Nty oA neploplouévr. Puond tapdy
fitay o Anéotolog Yupdmoviog, woall ye
TOMOUC OUVERYATES ol CUVIBEAPOUC
ané to Egyaotrpio Avdhuone Aedoyé-
vov tou AIIO. Ilopdv Ytav xu o I'idv-
vne Anudixoc. Anovotale wotdco o xa-
AOC pog ouvddehpoc Anunteng PuAin-
ToL, AV Xol ElYE VoL TOPOVGLACEL Lot TTO-
A0 xohY) Boukeld Tou apopodoE — Tu dA-
Ao — cuoThuata cUAAABLIOUOD Yia THY
apyato xou TN véa eENAnVIX YAWoooL.

H tedety| évopéne tou ouvedplou é-
e yopa 6tav oty Adfva edptalay
™y tehet MEng v Olupmiaxody o-
yoOvwy. Metd toug xathepwuévoug you-
petiopolg and Toug emionuoug, n Bar-
bara Beeton and to TUGBoat dvolle
TN CUVAVTNOT] X0l GE ANTOUCTA EANVIXG
HOAWOOPLOE TOUS CUVEDPOUS TNV Zdv-
Un. O Andotolog mhipe T oxUTdAN 6T
oLVEYEL xaL €Uece TOUC YEVIXOUC TTpO-
BAnuotiopole Tou cuvedplou, v dev
nopéhewfe va avopepdel xou oe xdmoleg
rapepPorés mou Eywvay and dhhoug e-
Yvixo0g cUANGYOUS HE oxomd Vo U1 Yi-

reader can find more information at:
http://obelix.ee.duth.gr/tug2004.

The meeting coincided with the
Upper Town festivities, which take
place in Xanthi every summer. That
was a good opportunity for Greek and
non-Greek TgEXnicians alike to learn
about the cultural life of Xanthi and
Greece, to walk in Xanthi’s neighbour-
hoods and to taste a bit of its life and
spirit.

Many attendees came from all over
Europe, America and Africa, but ad-
mittedly the participation of Greek at-
tendees was rather limited. Obviously,
there was Apostolos Syropoulos with
his collaborators and colleagues from
the Laboratory of Data Analysis of
the Democritus University of Thrace.
There was loannis Dimakos. Our good
collaborator Dimitrios Filippou was
absent, even though he had to present
a very good piece of work about—
what else?—hyphenation of ancient
and modern Greek.

The opening ceremony of meeting
took place while Athens was celebrat-
ing the end of the 2004 Olympics. Af-
ter the usual salutes from local of-
ficials, Barbara Beeton from TUG-
boat opened the meeting and in fluent
Greek welcomed in Xanthi the meet-
ing attendees. Then Apostolos came
to the podium to present his general
concerns about the meeting and the
interferences from some other TEX
LUGS, which tried in vain to cancel
the meeting in Xanthi.

Browsing through the very nice
proceedings volume, one notices a
great variety of subjects, which gave
the meeting participants a unique
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Vel 10 eTriolo cuvédplo tou TEX otny
Eévim.

Ee@ulhiCovTog ToV ToloTXOTATO T6-
MO TV TEoXTXWY, PAEmel xovelc o
nowAa Yegoatoloylag mou €dwoe T
BUVATOTNTA OTOUC GUVEDPOUS VoL AT
coLY, va avanTOEOLY TNV TEOBANUATIXN
T0Ug, XoL VoL VEGOUV EpOTAUOTA, OTWS:
no) mnyalver to TEX; w0 yiveton pe to
véo BTEX; Vo Eenepaotel to TRX and
™ Yhoooo XML xau and to dodixtuo;
Kuplwe dpwe, 10 cuvédplo €dwoe Ny
euxaupla oe ToAoUe TEXVitec xou ap-
Yt ITEXviteg va cuvavtnlolv, va yve-
pLloTo0V o vor avTohAEEouy eunelpleg
xot andPel Yo T0 GUCTNUA TUTOYQO-
ploc Tou YENoWOoToLoY.

To cuvédplo ftay Yiot TOAUTIUN EU-
netplor Yl To GOANOYO, TNV 0pYAVWTIXY
emtpony) mou peplpynoe ye mohld xdmo
WoTe Oha VoL Elval ETOLUL, XoL TOUG O0VE-
dpoug mou to Topaxorolincav. Méyel
v enouevy Ohuumidda, ... eee, uéypl
T0 EMOUEVO ENANVIXG GLUVEDELO Tou TEX,
¢ OLVEYICOLUE Vo TUEAYOLUE TAUVEUOE-
(o xetpeva, TeXvixd 1) un, ue t Bordela
wou TEX.

The Olympics of TEX

chance to talk freely, bring out their
concerns and ideas, and pose questions
like: where’s TEX heading to? what’s
going on with the new ETEX? is TEX
eclipsed by XML and Internet? Above
all, the meeting gave an opportunity
to TEXnicians and TEXperts to meet
with each other and to exchange ex-
periences and ideas about the typeset-
ting tools they are using.

The meeting was a valuable experi-
ence for the Greek TEX Friends, the or-
ganising committee, and the meeting
attendees. Until the next Olympiad—
eh, until the next Greek TEX meeting,
let’s keep up the spirits and continue
to produce wonderful prints, techni-
cal and non-technical, with the help of

TEX.

1 Ta mpoxtixd Touv cuVedpiou wropeite va To ayopdoete xar xatevdeiay and to LOANAoYO
EMvov Phov tov TEX ot tiud tpocgopds. o tAnpogopies, Ypddte otov Andotolo
Yupdnovio ony nhextpovixh dievduvon: apostolo@obelix.ee.duth.gr.

2 The Greek TEX Friends group has still some left over copies of the meetings pro-
ceedings. These copies are available at reduced price. For more information, please
contact Apostolos Syropoulos at the address: apostolo@obelix.ee.duth.gr.
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Edvin, n dpopen owxodéonowa tou TUG 2004.
Xanthi, the beautiful host of TUG2004.

3 UvedpoL o Eva SLAAELLUA OTOV HALO.
Me o xaovundixo xanélo, n, Barbara Beeton.
Some TUG attendees during a break in the sun.

Barbara Beeton with a cow-boy hat.
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"Evtovn culATtnoyn cuvédpwy Ylpw and €va KrLpTEXL.

Intense discussion by meeting attendees around a burger steak.

"EANnves TEXviteg, pall we évav eXx0AAnTOUEVO
TEXvitn, og avalhtnon depnidwv.
Some Greek TEXnicians, together with a TgXling,
in search for calories.




